Notes on Contributors

Suzanne Conklin Akbari is Professor of Medieval Studies at the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton, NJ, after serving as Director of the Centre for
Medieval Studies at the University of Toronto. She has written books on optics
and allegory (Seeing Through the Veil) and European views of Islam and the
Orient (Idols in the East), and edited collections on travel literature (Marco
Polo), Mediterranean Studies (A Sea of Languages), and somatic histories (7he
Ends of the Body), plus How We Write (2015) and How We Read (2019). Akbari
is finishing up a monograph called Small Change: Metaphor and Metamorphosis
in Chaucer and Christine de Pizan, and working on another one, 7he Shape of
Time, on premodern ideas of periodization. She is also an editor of the Norron
Anthology of World Literature and does a literature podcast called 7he Spouter Inn.

Stefanie Brinkmann is Research Fellow at the Bibliotheca Arabica Project, Saxon
Academy for Sciences and Humanities, Leipzig. She obtained her PhD in Arabic
and Islamic Studies in 2003 at the University of Géttingen where she studied
Arabic and Islamic, Persian, and Romance Studies. At Leipzig University she has
been research assistant and fellow at a number of projects dedicated to Islamic
manuscripts. In addition to two subsequent acting professorships (2011 — 2012:
Freiburg i. Br., 2014 — 2018: Hamburg), she acted as principal investigator of the
DEFG project The Leipzig Manuscript B. or. 227 — Paratexts as Witnesses of Islamic
Hadith Scholarship at the Center for the Study of Manuscript Cultures, University
of Hamburg. Her main research interests are manuscript studies, Hadith, material
culture (especially the history of food and drink), and classical Arabic poetry.

Daniel Dornhofer studied English, History, and Oriental Studies and is Lecturer
in British Literatures and Cultures at the Goethe University of Frankfurt a. M.
He obtained his PhD in 2008 with a dissertation on Petrarchism’s political
function in the careers of Scottish courtiers (Petrarkistischer Diskurs und hofische
Kommunikation im Wandel: Strategien schottischer Dichter, 1580 — 1625, Heidelberg
2012). His main research interests are in the fields of early modern studies (poetry
and poetics, political thought, preaching and religious culture), travel writing,
war literature, and classical reception. Among his more recent publications are:
Spectatorship at the Elizabethan Court, edited with Susanne Scholz, Frankfurt
a. M. 2013; »Palestine Reclaimed: Rassekunde und Zionismus unter dem Ein-
druck des Ersten Weltkriegs«, in: Transversal: Zeitschrift fiir Jiidische Studien 14:2
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(2014), pp. 59-75; »Poetische Gaben im Petrarkismuse, in: Handbuch Literatur
& Materielle Kultur, ed. by Susanne Scholz and Ulrike Vedder, Berlin, Boston
2018, pp. 180-187.

Magnus Ulrich Ferber studied Mediaeval and Modern History, Political Science
and Philosophy at Passau University. He obtained his PhD in 2004 at Augsburg
University with a dissertation about the functionality of scholarly correspondence
in the Late Humanism. Since 2015 he is Research Associate at Goethe University
of Frankfurt a. M. for the DFG-funded project »Edition of the Correspondence
of Nicodemus Frischlin«. His most important publications are: »Scio multos te
amicos habere«. Wissensvermittlung und Wissenssicherung im Spéthumanismus
am Beispiel des Epistolariums Marx Welsers d. J. (1558 — 1614), Augsburg 2008;
Augsburg im 16. Jahrhundert, Minchen 2012, and with Antje Oschmann Acza
Pacis Westphalicae, Serie 11, Abteilung A: Die kaiserlichen Korrespondenzen, Band
6 (Mirz-November 1647), 2 Teilbinde, Miinster 2011.

Anthony J. Fredette studies medieval literature and philosophy at the Universi-
ty of Toronto’s Centre for Medieval Studies, where he is currently a doctoral
candidate. His in-progress dissertation studies the use of Statius’ 7hebaid in the
medieval schools, especially as attested by the Latin commentary tradition, and
how this use of the poet influenced other forms of cultural production, with
a special focus on the Old French romance. Other ongoing projects include
a critical edition of a 12"-century commentary on the 7hebaid and an article
examining the influence of Latin commentary on Boethius’ Consolatio on an
early Anglo-Norman romance.

Jennifer Gerber studied Medieval and Renaissance Studies with a focus on Ger-
man Literature, History and Art History. She is Research Associate in Medieval
German Studies at the University of Frankfurt am Main. Her main research
interests are in the fields of historical narratology and courtly romances. Her
dissertation project deals with the late Arthurian romance >Meleranz« written
by the Pleier and inquires about narrative possibilities of text organization and
structuring that go beyond the typical narrator figure.

Philipp Kniipffer studied Classical, Medieval and Neo-Latin Studies, and Ro-
mance Studies (Italian and French). He works as a Research Associate at the
German Department at the Goethe University of Frankfurt a. M. preparing a
critical edition of the correspondence of the late Renaissance scholar Nicodemus
Frischlin (1547 — 1590). He defended his PhD thesis on early modern university
announcements from the beginnings of the University of Jena (Das Hildburg-
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héuser Diarium der Familie Sellanus. FB Gotha, Chart. B 213 — Eine unbekannte
Quelle zur Friihgeschichte der Universitiit Jena. Edition und Interpretation) in 2018.
His main research interests lie in the fields of early modern University history and
protestant correspondence networks. He has published among others: »Patrono
suo et amico colendo. Paul Eber und Friedrich Bernbeck — Eine lebenslange
Freundschaft in Briefen«, in: Paul Eber (1511 — 1569). Humanist und Theologe
der zweiten Generation der Wittenberger Reformation, ed. by Daniel Gehrt and
Volker Leppin, Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2014, pp. 444-485; »Aus der
Werkstatt eines Auftragsiibersetzers. Die Acta Oecumenici Concilii von Jakob
Schropp im Briefwechsel des Tiibinger Spithumanisten Nicodemus Frischlin
(1547 — 1590)«, in: Spdtrenaissance in Schwaben: Wissen, Literatur, Kunst, ed. by
Wolfgang Mihrle, Stuttgart 2019, pp. 181-208.

Christina Lechtermann studied medieval German and English Literature at the
University of Paderborn. In 2003 she received her doctors degree at the Hum-
boldt-University of Berlin. In winter 2005/2006 she held a Research Fellowship
at the IFK in Vienna. From 2010 to 2015 she has been Junior-Professor at the
Ruhr-University Bochum, where her habilitation was concluded in 2013. Since
2015 she is Professor at the Goethe University of Frankfurt a. M. Her research fo-
cusses mainly on 13./14™-century courtly literature, vernacular legends and poetry
praising the virgin Mary, and geometric technical literature of the early modern
period. Among her more recent publications are: »Textherstellung in den Mari-
enleben Philipps von Seitz, Walthers von Rheinau und Wernhers des Schweizer,
in: Friedrich-Emanuel Focken and Michael R. Ott (eds.): Metatexte. Erzihlungen
von schrifttragenden Artefakten in der alttestamentlichen und mittelalterlichen Litera-
tur, Berlin, Boston 2016, pp. 331-360 and »Hand, Werkzeug und Material in den
volkssprachigen Mess- und Reiftkiinsten des 16. Jahrhunderts«, in: Zestschrift fiir
deutsche Philologie 2015, Sonderheft: »Niirnberg, ed. by Heike Sahm, pp. 61-87.

Jeannie Miller is Associate Professor in the Near and Middle Eastern Depart-
ment at University of Toronto where she teaches classical Arabic literature. Her
research interests lie in Abbasid letters and their shifting position in the canon
of Arabic literature as it developed over time. Her book, 7he Quibbler: al-Jabiz’s
Equivocations in Kitab al-Hayawan and Beyond, is forthcoming with Edinburgh
University Press. She currently holds a grant from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada to investigate the transmission and
reception of al-Jahiz’s Book of Animals through codicology and an analysis of
manuscript paratexts, and to produce a new edition of a part of this long text
using new witnesses.
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Christine Ott studied French, Italian, and German Studies at the Universities of
Eichstitt and St.-Etienne. She obtained her PhD in 2002 with a dissertation in
Italian Literature on reflections on language in the poetry of Eugenio Montale.
She has been Research Fellow at the universities of Eichstitt, Heidelberg, and
Marburg and is Professor for Italian and French Literature at the Goethe Uni-
versity in Frankfurt a. M. since 2011. Her main research areas are poetry (20th
century and early modern), the relationship between literature and art, Food/
Corporeality Studies and commentary. Among her more recent publications
are: »Fette Korper in der Vormoderne. Uberlegungen zu einer literarischen
Geschichte des Dickseinse, in: Archiv fiir das Studium der neueren Sprachen und
Literaturen 256:2 (2019), pp. 1-21; »Michelangelos Handschuh. Zur Uberlager—
ung heterogener Subjektentwiirfe und literarischer Codes in D’altrui pietosox,
in: ltalienisch (Herbst 2018), pp. 10-36; Identitit geht durch den Magen, Fischer
Wissenschaft 2017.

Walid A. Saleh is Associate Professor of Religion and Near and Middle Eastern
Civilzations at the University of Toronto. He is a specialist on the Qur’an and
the history of its interpretation. He has published extensively on the Qur’an,
Qur’anic exegesis, apocalyptic literature, and Islamic mirabilia literature. He is
also a specialist on the reception of the Bible in Islam and has published exten-
sively on the Bible in Islam. His first book was 7he Formation of Classical Tafsir
Tradition (2004), the second In Defense of the Bible (2008). Saleh has written
over 30 articles on the history of Qur’anic exegesis. He was the first to write on
the gloss (hashiya) in Qur’anic exegesis. He is currently working on a history of
the genre that attempts to offer a synthesis of the advances that occurred in the
field in the past 20 years.

Markus Stock is Associate Professor of German and Medieval Studies at the
University of Toronto. His research is situated in the area of medieval German
literature and culture, with a focus on 12*- and 13"-century epic and romance,
medieval legends on Alexander the Great, and medieval love poetry. Markus
Stock held visiting professorships at the University of Freiburg i. Br. (2008) and
Harvard University (2009) as well as several Research Fellowships at the University
of Freiburg i. Br. (2012, 2017, and 2019); he also was an Erasmus Mundus Scholar
at the Universities of Porto and Palermo (2013/14). He is Co-Editor of Seminar:
A Journal of Germanic Studies and Vice-President of the Canadian Association
of University Teachers of German. Recent (co-)edited volumes and special issues
include German and Indigenous Studies (2019, ed. with Carrie Smith and Renae
Watchman), Medieval Media (2016, ed. with Ann Marie Rasmussen), Alexander
the Great in the Middle Ages (2016), and Rethinking Philology. 25 Years after the
»New Philology« (2015).
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Philip Stockbrugger studied Italian Literature and European Languages and Lit-
eratures at the University of Pisa and at the Scuola Normale Superiore (Pisa).
He obtained his PhD in Italian Literature at the University of Pisa with a dis-
sertation entitled 7/ romanzo barocco tra Italia e Francia: il caso di Venezia (thesis
will be published by Fabrizio Serra Editore, Collana »Quaderni di Letteratura
e Arte«). His main research interests are in the fields of early modern studies
(self-commented lyrical collections, Baroque novel in France and Italy, theory
of poetics) and Italian and French 20th century art criticism and poetry (Gior-
gio Soavi, Emilio Cecchi, and, more recently, biblical commentary in modern
France, authored by Paul Claudel, Max Jacob, and Charles Péguy). Among his
more recent publications are »Torquato Tasso: Dal vostro sen qual fuggitivo
audace (Rime amorose, Sonett 142)«, in: ltalienisch 41/ 81 (2019), pp. 83-86 and
»Da Gli occhiali d’oro di Giorgio Bassani a Puttaneggiar coi regi di Gianfranco
Rossi. Storie di esclusi nella Ferrara del Ventennio«, in: Italienisch 40/ 8o (2018).

Simon Whedbee has studied English, Classics, Medieval, and Middle Eastern Stud-
ies. He completed a master’s degree at the Centre for Medieval Studies, University
of Toronto in 2016, where he is currently a doctoral candidate, focusing on Latin
commentaries derived from the cathedral schools of northern France in the 12
century. While his dissertation surveys Peter Comestor’s lectures on the Gospel
of Luke, he is part of ongoing projects to edit commentaries attributed to the
school of Anselm of Laon on both John’s Apocalypse and Virgil’s Georgics. His
main interests lie in the development of the ars grammatica in the schools of
medieval Europe, but also include pedagogy, scriptural exegesis, and Latin philol-
ogy more broadly. He has contributed a chapter regarding Comestor’s lectures to
the forthcoming publication »The Study of the Bible in the Cathedral Schools of
Twelfth-Century France: A Case Study of Robert Amiclas and Peter Comestor,
in: Education Materialized: Reconstructing Teaching and Learning Contexts through
Manuscripts, edited by Stefanie Brinkmann, Giovanni Ciotti, Martin Delhey, and
Stefano Valente (Studies in Manuscript Cultures), Berlin: de Gruyter.



© Vittorio Klostermann 2020



	Front Cover
	Inhalt
	Christina Lechtermann and Markus Stock: Introduction
	Stefanie Brinkmann: Marginal Commentaries in Ḥadīṯ Manuscripts
	Walid A. Saleh: The Place of the Medieval in Qur’an Commentary
	Jeannie Miller: Commentary and Text Organization in al-Jāḥiẓ’sBook of Animals
	Simon Whedbee: The Pedagogy of Twelfth-Century Cathedral School Biblical Commentaries
	Anthony J. Fredette: Medieval Commentary on the "Thebaid" and its Reception
	Suzanne Conklin Akbari: Ekphrasis and Commentary in Walter of Chatillon’s "Alexandreis"
	Jennifer Gerber: About Form and Function of German Vernacular Commentaries
	Christina Lechtermann: Commentary as Literature. The Medieval 'Glossenlied'
	Daniel Dornhofer: Performing Commentary. Preaching the Apocalyptic Drama in Early Modern England
	Christine Ott: Veils and Naked Words. Girolamo Benivieni’s Self-Commentaries
	Philip Stockbrugger: Mirroring Authorization in Torquato Tasso’s "Rime Amorose"
	Magnus Ulrich Ferber and Philipp Knüpffer: Letters as Comment on Commentary
	Abstracts
	Notes on Contributors

